
Conservation
Update



Conservation by the numbers

• 1.1 million anglers, 600,000 hunters, and 1.7 
million wildlife watchers.

• 9 out of 10 Missourians are interested in fish, 
forest and wildlife.

• 92% of Missourians agree outdoor places should 
be protected.

• Total economic impact of $14 billion and 
supports over 105,000 jobs. Conservation Pays 
its way in Missouri.



Conservation by the numbers

• Approximately 1,400 full time staff and 400 hourly staff.

• “Army” of volunteers provide over 250,000 hours of volunteer 
service. 

• MDC administers more than 1 million acres throughout the 
state.

• Maintain more than $2 billion in infrastructure. Includes over 
300 boat ramps, 70 shooting ranges, 9 hatcheries, 15 
intensively managed wetlands, and 14 nature/interpretive 
centers.



Private Land Assistance

FY 23: 
• $3.1 million in cost 

share to landowners and 
communities

• 15,000 farm visits

Cooperative 
Partnerships
• QF/PF
• DU
• NWTF
• QUWF
• MFA
• MO Soybean
• University Extension



Connecting People With Nature Where 
They Live



Recent survey indicated 80% 
of respondents connect with 

nature in their backyard 

• Everyone can play a role 
whether they have 100 
acres or 100 ft²



Community 
Conservation 
Framework

• Cost Share Opportunities

• Cooperative Positions

• Green Job Corps



Green Schoolyards Program



Boone County Nature School
• Partnership between Columbia Public Schools 

MDC and the community



MDC and MASWCD Native Grass 
Partnership Program

• Available Statewide

• $50 - $150 incentive to use 
native grasses and forbs in 
coordination with SWCP cost-
share practices

• $300 per acre for buffers 
associated with Livestock 
exclusions (N472/N725)

• $15/ac for wildlife friendly 
cover crop mixes

• Almost all SWCP establishment 
practices are eligible



Simple Application and Payment 
Process

• MDC or QF Planner works with 
SWCD local staff to complete 
application

• Application is sent to Jim 
Boschert – MASWCD Executive 
Director 

• Payment is approved by the local  
SWCD Board

• MASWCD sends check to the 
landowner after practice 
completion.



Native Forage Initiative 
• NRCS Launched ActNow Enrollment 

Process
• NWSG forages Only

• Over $5 million allocated in ~6 
months

• MDC offers $100/ac incentive on 
top of NRCS payments in important 
grassland geographies



Grassland Summit – Save the Date
• Topics will vary from remnant 

prairies to workings lands 
establishment and management. 

• Collaborate on ideas and solutions 
to reverse the current trend in 
habitat loss. 



Elk Season
2020: 5 elk
2021: 5 elk
2022: 3 elk
2023: 8,562 
applicants

Herd estimated 
at 280 with 10% 
growth



Black Bear Season

Population estimated at 
900 with 9% growth

2021: 12 bears
2022: 8 bears
2023: 5,374 applicants
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MRAP – MO Outdoor Recreational Access Program
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/places/mrap-Missouri-outdoor-recreational-access-program

https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/places/mrap-Missouri-outdoor-recreational-access-program


Public Access Options

All Access
Hunting &

Fishing

Small Game
& Turkey
Hunting

Youth Only
Hunting &

Fishing

Archery
Hunting

Wildlife
Viewing

Fishing
Only

• Over 15,000 acres enrolled statewide open for public use
• Goal to enroll at least 15,000 more acres
• Continuous enrollment opportunities for landowners
• On average $23-$25/acre; currently in process to 

increase payments rates



Thank you.
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