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Purposes

1. Educate producers and agency personnel in 

the art and science of grazing management.

2. Transfer new technology in grassland 

management to producers and agency 

personnel.

3. Qualify producers for the state DSP3 cost-share 

program.
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Brief History

1. Original grazing schools at FSRC

2. Expanded to regional schools ~1991

3. 19,315 people in state program office grazing 

school database
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Cost-Share Information

• DSP 3.1 (Water development) = $6,368,598

• DSP 3.2 (Water distribution) = $19,165,539

• DSP 3.3 (Fence) = $11,515,832

• DSP 3.4 (Lime) = $3,511,252

• DSP 3.5 (Seed) = $557,728

• DSP 2 (Perm. veg. cover enhance.) = $10,011,594

• Old DSP prior to a per acre practice = $12,750,951

• Total Cost Share = $63,881,496
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Who is involved?

MFGC

MU Extension

NRCS

SWCD’s
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Roles

R e g i o n a l  G r a z i n g  S c h o o l s

MFGC

Manage 
Statewide 

Advertising

Order and 
Manage Material 

Distribution

Manage 
Statewide 
Finances

Materials

Limited Speaker 
Expenses

Education Fees

Maintain 
Participant 
Database

Share with DNR



Roles
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MU 
Extension 
& NRCS

Main 
Instruction

Grazing 
School 

Management

Registration

Budget, fees

Agenda
Speakers, tours, 
farm activities, 

etc.



Roles
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SWCD Grazing School 
Management

Registration

Budget, fees

Agenda
Speakers, 
tours, farm 

activities, etc.



Grazing School Regions

• 9 Statewide

• MU Extension & NRCS 
Regional Coordinators for 
each region
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Roles
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Regional 
Coordinators

MU Extension & NRCS

Liaison between MFGC and 
local schools

Coordinate schools within 
regions

Order and inventory materials 
for region

Evaluations, summary reports 
and billing to MFGC



Conducting the Grazing School 
• 3-Day school

• Flexible Agendas (See HO’s)

• April 1 – October 31

• Speakers
• Must attend statewide training for certification

• Farm tours
• 2 operations if possible

• Fees
• Venue, meals, refreshments
• Materials, education fee

• Final reports: regional coordinator    MFGC     DNR
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Required

• Missouri Grazing Manual 

• A Guide to the Common Forages 
and Weeds of Pastures 

• Grazing Stick

• $44 for materials

Optional

• Electric Fencing for Serious Graziers

• Watering Systems for Serious Graziers

• Missouri Soil & Pasture Health Guide

• Others

Grazing School Materials
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• Intro to MIG

• Resource Evaluation

• Plant Growth

• Forage Quality

• Livestock Nutrition on Pasture

• Soil Fertility and Landscape Ecology

• Layout & Design

• Fence and Water Technology

• Economics

• Q&A / Discussion

Grazing School Topics
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Optional topics – NRCS/SWCD Practices & Policies, Wildlife, 

Pasture Weed Control, Alternative Forages, Stockpiled Grazing

DO NOT OVERSCHEDULE



• Make or break school

• Experienced graziers who can communicate

• May include school participants

• Provide guidance & reinforce topics covered 
during classroom lessons:

• Forage productivity

• Grazing heights / rest periods

• Animal behavior / performance

• Infrastructure

Grazing School On-Farm Tours
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• Respect Tour Hosts Time

• Pre-tour presentation?

• Length of Stay

• Travel Distance

• Time of Day

• Participant Comfort

Grazing School On-Farm Tours
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• Pasture Condition

• JS-AGRON-24

• Forage Yield Estimates

• Grazing Sticks

• Rising Plate Meters

• Grazing Wedge

• Forage and Weed ID

• Reinforce Main Topics

• Forage availability, grazing 
residual, animal demand, etc.

• Forage allocation exercise?

• Electric Fencing 

• Watering Systems

• Rainfall Simulator?

Grazing School On-Farm Lessons
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Include Participant Activities as Appropriate



Grazing School Participant Follow-Up

• Historically have not done a good job with this

• Grazing system design - ok

• Grazing system operation year 1 & 2??

• Opportunity for advanced training / grazing 
schools
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