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(GM 180, Part 409) :

®Three Phase — Nine Step

eSound Use and Management of
Resources (SWAPA)

eNPPH/FOTG/Toolkit
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http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/
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The Electronic Directives System (eDirectives) provides employees of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) immediate access to the most current directives issued by the NRCS.

What's New

February, 2009 — eDirectives is being updated to address the following known issue:

* Embedded Content Link Errors— There is a known issue with trying to access certain
embedded content items by the citation value within the active directive. The following error is
displayed: "The resource you are attempting to reach cannot be found”. We are in the process
of correcting this issue.

Recent Updates

General Manual

« June 17, 2013 GM_280_Part 400 — International Conservation Programs : New
# June 10, 2013 GM_270_414 : Contingency Planning and Disaster Response
* May 28, 2013 GM_130_400_B_10_May 2013 : Part 400 - Mission Statement

Handbooks

* June 18,
*  June 10,

2013 H_450_NHCP_TOC : Mational Handbook of Conservation Practices New
2013 H_190_IESHR : Interagency Ecological Site Handbook for Rangelands
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Electrﬂnlc Directives System

GM_180 - Title 180 - Conservation Planning and Application

Part 409 - Conservation Planning Policy

409.0 General

A. This document establishes NRCS policy for providing conservation planning
assistance to clients........

B. States may supplement this policy, as needed, to ......

C. Title 180, National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH), Part 600, provides
procedures and guidance on implementing this planning policy, including relationships
to the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG), electronic storage of data, technical
handbooks, and program guidance in the planning process. The NRCS planning
process and standards as outlined in the NPPH will be used for all conservation
planning.



Title 180 — National Planning Procedures Handbook

United States National
Department of 4
Agriculture Planning Procedures

resouces  Handbook (NPPH),
Conservation

Seivice Amendment 5

(180-VI.NPPH, Amend. 5, Jamuary 2013)



600.11 The Planning Process

NRCS Planning Process

Phase |

Collection and Analysis

Determine
Objectives

Inventory
Resources

Identify
Problems

Analyze

Resource Data
Phase lll

Application & Evaluation Phase Il

V Decision Support

Formulate
Alternatives

Implement
the Plan

Evaluate
Alternatives

Make
Decisions
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Customer Service Toolkit
=Mandated for use in the field office —

effective November 28, 2003.
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B O,NRCS Agronomy Technical Note No. 7

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

May 2013

Adaptive Nutrient Management
Process
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Landowners interested in creating bobwhite quail

Bobwhite Quail Habitat Management

Information Sheet
Conservation Practice Information Sheet (1S-MO645bwq)

Evaluate your quail habitat management

habitat can spend a considerable amount of time

and money while trying to create good habitat.
Unfortunately, many of these landowners
unknowingly make minor mistakes when
completing management practices or may not
recognize an easier way to create better qualil
habitat. As a result, the landowner often has less
than ideal habitat conditions for bobwhite quail on
all or part of their property.

This information sheet identifies some of the
common mistakes landowners make when
managing for quail, but also emphasizes the
importance of creating good shrubby, nesting and
brooding cover for quail. Information in this guide
sheet is best suited for the landowner who is two or
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GM_180 - Title 180 - Conservation Planning and Application

Part 409 - Conservation Planning Policy

409.3 Requirements for Providing Conservation Planning Assistance

A. All NRCS conservation planners must be certified. The CTAD will establish
minimum criteria to be met to be a “certified conservation planner” (see 180-GM,
Part 409, Section 409.9).......

(1) A certified conservation planner is a person who possesses the necessary
skills, training, and experience to implement the NRCS nine-step planning
process to meet client objectives in solving natural resource concerns.

(2) The certified conservation planner has demonstrated skill in assisting
clientsto ..................

(3) The State Conservationist may establish additional certification levels and
criteria as needed to cover degrees of scope and complexity in planning
environments.
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GM_180 - Title 180 - Conservation Planning and Application

Part 409 - Conservation Planning Policy

409.3 Requirements for Providing Conservation Planning Assistance

B. All conservation plans developed by NRCS or partner employees for NRCS
purposes will be approved by an NRCS certified conservation planner......... The
signature of the NRCS certified conservation planner indicates that the conservation
plan meets the needs of the client; NRCS conservation planning policy, procedures,
and standards; and any applicable program or provision requirements.
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GM_180 - Title 180 - Conservation Planning and Application

Part 409 - Conservation Planning Policy

409.3 Requirements for Providing Conservation Planning Assistance
D. The State Conservationist will establish and maintain a list of all NRCS certified
conservation planners in the State, including NRCS employees, volunteers,
conservation district employees, TSPs, and participating State agency employees.

G. All certified conservation planners will develop conservation plans that contain
conservation practices that meet NRCS standards and specifications as documented
in the FOTG.

H. Job approval authority for both engineering and ecological practices is a process
separate from conservation planning certifications.



409.9 Criteria to Achieve an NRCS Certified Conservation Planner Designation
D. Certification Requirements

(1) States will follow all national requirements and any additional State requirements.
(2) The State Conservationist will establish a process and criteria to certify conservation
planners.
(3) NRCS certified conservation planner candidates must complete at least one field-
reviewed RMS plan for a conservation management unit (CMU).
(i) The planner will be accompanied to the field by the State Conservationist
designee to meet with the decisionmaker.
(i) The candidate will be expected to demonstrate competency in the planning
process and plan development.
(ili) The observer will evaluate the planner’s involvement with the decisionmaker
(landowner or land operator) in the planning process and whether all resource
concerns associated with the CMU are adequately addressed.
(iv) Field-reviewed plans must be approved by the State Conservationist or designee
prior to final delivery to the decisionmaker.
(8) The State Conservationist will maintain a list of certified planners.
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GM_180 - Title 180 - Conservation Planning and Application
Part 409 - Conservation Planning Policy

409.9 Criteria to Achieve an NRCS Certified Conservation Planner Designation

E. Maintaining Certification

Training to maintain and update conservation planning skills must, at a minimum,
occur once every 3 years.

(i) The State Conservationist will determine the type and minimum hours of
training necessary to maintain the certified conservation planner designation.
(i) NRCS certified conservation planners and TSPs are responsible for
maintaining their conservation planner certification..........
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe
you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating in a USDA program, or
participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with
USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights.

USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or
because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign and mail a program discrimination complaint form,
available at any USDA office location write to:

USDA Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410

Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to
request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact
USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TDD).
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