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GM_450_401 - Part 401 - Technical Guides 
Subpart A - Policy and Responsibilities 

401.0  General 

• NRCS has national technical responsibility  
• FOTGs are the primary NRCS technical 

reference.   
• FOTGs are localized.     
• FOTG is maintained for each NRCS field office as 

a compilation of technical knowledge and 
standards.       
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Subpart A - Policy and Responsibilities 
401.3  Content of FOTGs 

Each FOTG contains Five Sections 
(1)  Section I – General Resource References. 
(2)  Section II – Natural Resources Information. 
(3)  Section III – Resource Management Systems 
and Quality Criteria. 
(4)  Section IV – Practice Standards and 
Specifications. 
(5)  Section V – Conservation Effects. 
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Section II – Natural Resources Information.   
·  Soils Information.  
·  Climatic Data.  
·  Cultural Resources Information.  
·  Special Environmental Concerns.  
·  Forage Suitability Group Descriptions.  
·  Ecological Site Descriptions.  

Subpart A - Policy and Responsibilities 
401.3  Content of FOTGs 
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Section III – Resource Management System (RMS) and 
Quality Criteria:   
• Quality criteria for treatment required to achieve a RMS 

and to achieve program quality criteria will be 
established by NRCS and filed in Section III of the 
FOTG.   

Subpart A - Policy and Responsibilities 
401.3  Content of FOTGs 
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Section IV – Practice Standards and Specifications. 
• Conservation practice standards establish the minimum 

level of acceptable quality for designing, installing, 
operating, and maintaining conservation practices.  

• Practice documentation requirements list minimum 
documentation to be completed and provided to NRCS 
when the practice is completed and certified.  

• SOWs provide the minimal requirements to design, install, 
and certify completion of conservation practices and other 
technical services.  

Subpart A - Policy and Responsibilities 
401.3  Content of FOTGs 
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Section V – CEs 
• CE’s provide indicators of the impact that 

conservation practices have on natural resource 
concerns.   

• They are recorded in the CPPE database filed 
electronically in Section V of the FOTG.   

Subpart A - Policy and Responsibilities 
401.3  Content of FOTGs 
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Non- Discrimination Statement 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe 
you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating in a USDA program, or 
participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with 
USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights. 
 
USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign and mail a program discrimination complaint form, 
available at any USDA office location write to: 
 
USDA Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
 
Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to 
request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). 
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