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Jerry Kaiser NRCS Plant Materials Specialist
Conservation Planning
Module  6C- 2013

How You Can Participate in 
the Plant Materials Plantings

 Field Plantings

 Field Trials

 Educational Plantings

 Increase Plantings

 Testing New Plants for 
potential plant materials release 
for within the three states.

 Field Office can request a Field 
Trial for using plants to perform 
specific need that is not widely 
accepted.

 Field Office can request seed or 
plants of a plant materials 
release for demonstrating.

 Commercial growers increase  
releases (product) for 
landowners to purchase.

Field Plantings-Unproven Plant Materials
Issue a Bulletin looking for potential sites.

Field Testing Plant Materials
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Why are field plantings important for 
Conservation Planning?

Native Plants that become 
available commercial 
originates from the PM 
Program.

Testing in real situations for 
performance  to release.

Plants are part of the solution 
for the resource concern.

-References

Technical Guide

Technical notes

OZ-70 Big 
Bluestem

Great 
Grass!
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Field Trials- Testing Cover Crops

 Examine and demonstrate

 Conservation practice that 
is not readily accepted 
over a large area.

 Does not need to be  PM 
releases
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Producers that completed PMC Field Trials with Cover Crops
8  farm sites 6 MLRA’s

 MLRA County Producers Name Local Contacts

 107 Saline Seth Connors Steve Wooden DC.



 112  Jackson David and Danny Barker Greg Stegner RC.            

 109 Caldwell Mike Kleeman Anita Dunham DC

 Luke Skinner SC.

 109 Worth David Hoover-MDC Nathan Bilke RC.

 113 Ralls Bruce Fowler Gary Noel DC.



 115B St. Charles Max Bade Shawn Keller RC.                        



 115B Perry Todd Lohmann Dana Seibel RC.

 131A Cape Lewis Ware Monica Barnfield SC.              

Field Trial Caldwell County and Perry County

Education Plantings
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How To Request Plant Materials

 ECS-009-Fill in forms 

http://plantmaterials.nrcs.usda.gov/technical
/references.html

E-mail note- jerry.kaiser@mo.usda.gov

 Call Elsberry PMC 573-898-2012

No cost of seed or plants to landowner for 
testing the materials.
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Important to send reference map for 
planting sites.

How To Evaluate 
Plant Materials

Plant Materials Evaluation 

Worksheet for plantings

Send out (e-mail with attachments) 
to field offices for follow-up with 
the plantings. 
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Increase Planting-
Elsberry PMC produces releases of Foundation 
Seed for growers to purchase.
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Access to  Elsberry Plant 
Materials

 Websites
 http://Plant-Materials.nrcs.usda.gov
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Technology Products for the Field

 For the web link go to:

 NRCS Missouri Home Page
 Technical Resources

• Technical References
– Missouri Technical Notes

» Agronomy

 Highlight 
 Seed Tags /Seed Industry Terminology
 Find it:  Missouri Technical Notes –

• Agronomy Technical Note 38


 What is the main item you look for on a seed tag?

 Purity and  Germination to figure Pure Live Seed 
(PLS)

• Did the landowner apply enough seed for the acres planted

NRCS Agronomy Technical Note -38
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What is a Seed Test ?

Purity X Germination =Pure Live Seed (PLS)

What is  Seed Certification? 

Color of Seed Tags for Third party verification 
Missouri Crop Improvement Association

Insure buyer of what is being purchased.

Different products for different practices

NRCS Agronomy Tech Note -38

NRCS Agronomy Tech Note -38

Different Types of Products (Releases) for Different Standards and 
Practices

 Cultivar’s/Varieties/
and Selections are 
uniform, stable and 
perform for a certain 
task’s .

OZ- 70 Big Bluestem 
Selection for
late maturity, good 
seedling vigor, high forage 
production, disease 
resistance

NRCS Agronomy Tech Note -38

Different Types of Products (Releases) for Different 
Standards and Practices

 Source Identified-
has no selection 
criteria, adapted for 
certain needs .

 Gray-headed

 Coneflower- ecotype 
collected from 

North Missouri
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 Different Types of Products (Releases) for 
Different Standards and Practices

 Example 643 Standard –Restoration and 
Management Rare and Declining Habitat for CRP 
Practice-CP-25

• Requires Source ID Seed, What is Source ID 
Seed?

• Source- Geographical location where the seed 
was collected, ie. Missouri or  adjacent states.

NRCS Agronomy Tech Note -38
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Example of Certified Seed Tags

Two Tag System -1 certification, 
another tag with the seed test

1

4
2

3
56

7

6

18

19
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One Tag System- Certification and 
Seed test on same tag

8b
8c
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Example of Seed Test on the tag
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Seed Test on tag
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 Example:
 Landowner is seeding  switchgrass at base seeding 

rate in standard 4.7#PLS/acre for 10 acres. 
 Landowner bring in a ticket 62# of seed Bulk?
 Did the landowner apply enough?
 Need Total of 47#PLS (4.7 #PLS/ac X10 acres)
 Purity  98.5 % X Total viability 77%=75.845%
 62#Bulk X 75.845%=47.0 #PLS used for 10 acres
 Yes he applied 47.0#PLS/10 acres=
 4.7 #PLS/ac. as required.

NRCS Agronomy Tech Note -38
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Plant Materials for Conservation Planning

 Thank you for your attention any questions 
please contact me.

 Presented by
 Jerry Kaiser Plant Materials Specialist

 Location Elsberry Plant Materials Center

 Phone 573-898-2012

 jerry.kaiser@mo.usda.gov
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