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COST-SHARE RECONSTRUCTION APPROVAL 

DUE TO THE APRIL 2017 HEAVY RAINS AND FLOODING 

The Soil and Water Districts Commission has given approval for cost-share to recon-

struct practices that were damaged due to the heavy rains and flooding starting in late 

April 2017.  The Commission passed the following motion to enact their reconstruction 

policies for districts listed in the FEMA Disaster Declaration 4317-DR. 

 Approval for reconstruction of soil and water conservation practices currently under 

a maintenance agreement with assistance on fence reconstruction at 50% and group 

components to be paid based on individual components damaged. 

 Provide program staff the authority to grant a variance on a case-by-case basis to 

the no-till requirement in the N-340 Cover Crop Practice for the incorporation of 

sand deposits and smoothing flood damaged fields. 

 Allow landowners, who prior to having an approved contract, repaired the practices 

under a maintenance agreement to receive cost-share provided they have appropri-

ate documentation. 

 Allow additional extents to be added to provide cost-share at a rate of 75%  (except 

for fencing components) on components damaged for practices that are in the con-

struction phase. 

The reconstruction contracts must be board approved by December 31, 2017.  

 

Gasconade County is in the approved FEMA Disaster Zone, so if you suffered flood 

damage in April 2017 on any state cost-share practice that is still under maintenance, 

please contact our office immediately at 573-437-3478 x 3, so that we can process 

your assistance application.  Even if you have made the repairs already, if you have 

pictures of the damage, we can still provide financial assistance for the repairs. 

Sign up for E-Alerts at https://mosoilandwater.land/gasconade 
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   Guest Speakers 

Susie Oberdahlhoff (O for short) is a city-born preacher’s kid turned farm-wife and moth-

er. She entertains audiences across the country with her wit and wisdom.  Her unique perspective and gift of 

storytelling causes people to laugh at life and learn at the same time.  Weaved throughout her stories, Susie 

incorporates her 4 P’s of Prosperity and reminds audiences of the importance of learning to bounce through 

life’s twists and turns.  Susie lives on a working farm along with her husband, Richard.  They raise hogs, 

cattle, and hay on their acreage located in the rural area near Bowling Green, Missouri.  They are parents of 

two children and two grandchildren. 

 Becky Matney, Runge Conservation Nature Center Assistant Manager, helps you discover why bring-

ing your forest back to native plants is best.  Increase populations of native birds and butterflies, game ani-

mals - such as deer and turkey, as well as create an aesthetically pleasing forest.  Learn which trees, shrubs, 

and wildflowers will benefit you and your plan for your acreage.  Becky has been with the Missouri Depart-

ment of Conservation for 11 years as a Naturalist and just recently has been promoted to Assistant Manager 

of the Runge Conservation Nature Center.  She graduated from Missouri State University with a degree in 

Wildlife Conservation and Forest Management before starting her career with MDC at the Springfield Nature 

Center, eventually making her way to the Runge Nature Center where she has been for the last nine years.  

Her husband and two young sons live in Holts Summit and enjoy camping, fishing, and hiking...basically 

anything to do in the outdoors.  

Jane Sueme is owner of Isabee’s Beekeeping Supplies in St. Louis County and will present on Intro-

duction to Honeybee Beekeeping, offering basic information and tips on starting honeybee colonies - for hob-

by, for pollination or for honey production. Jane started with her first hives in 2004 and turned her passion 

into a business by opening Isabee’s in 2009 where she sells beekeeping equipment and honeybee stock, offers 

classes as well as consulting and management services. Jane has volunteered on the board of the Eastern 

Missouri Beekeepers Association, served as Communications Coordinator for the Heartland Apicultural Socie-

ty, co-founded the Saint Louis Beekeepers club and the BeeSpeakSTL speaker series, and recently received 

her Master Beekeeper certification from the University of Montana. 

RSVP by August 15, 2017 to: Maries County SWCD-WIA, 105 Parkway, Vienna, MO 65582 

 

COME JOIN US  
4th Annual Event  
Osage, Maries & Gasconade 

OMG AgriPride 
  Women In Agriculture 

White Mule Winery 
September 7, 2017 

3:00 p.m. 
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By August Horstmann 
 
I have seen first-hand how implementing a 
grazing system has really helped us manage 
our grass and forages better. By giving our 
cattle smaller areas to graze, we are seeing 
more consumption of undesirable plants. For 
example, we turned 50 pairs into a 12 acre 
paddock that had a large amount of Queen 
Anne’s Lace in it. After about 10 days of graz-
ing, you can see what the cows have accom-
plished. I now don’t have to brush-hog 12 
acres. The cows went into the Paddock on 
the right the same day this picture was tak-
en. We like to leave the paddock with about 
4” of plant material so the plants have time 
to recover before we rotate back into the 
paddock. This farm is 75 acres and has been 
divided into 4 pastures with temporary electric fence. Four pastures are the minimum for which the SWCD 
will cost-share. I plan to work with the Gasconade County SWCD to divide these 75 acres into at least 10 
paddocks in the future.  

Grazing Systems Provide 
Optimum Forage Benefits 

Please volunteer to assist with 

our Annual 4th Grade Field Days 

on October 4th & 5th at the 

 Brenda Kurrelmeyer Farm. 

You are sure to bless and be 

blessed. 

Call Diana at 573-437-3478  x 3  

by September 1st. 

  

New Year, New Board 
Welcome to Joel Wehmeyer and Harvey Hesemann, who joined our 
Soil and Water Board on March 30, 2017.  They replaced  Matthew Es-
tes , who served 4 years and Dennis Berger, who served 8 Years. We 
thank Dennis and Matthew for all of their service to our community. 

Our FY 18 Cost-Share Allocation is $170,860.  If we achieve 90% in a spe-
cific recourse concern at the beginning of each month, we will receive 
an additional $50,000 in that concern, until we reach $500,000.  The 
Board has changed policy to state that, if you own 3 acres and can show 
an annual income of $1,000 agricultural income, you may be eligible for 
assistance. So if you have a need to address soil erosion or water quality 
issues, please contact our office. Technical & administrative services are 
free. 

In FY 17 the District Claimed the following: Sheet/Rill & Gully 
($96,170.22) Grazing System Management ($65,075.66); Woodland Ero-
sion ($8,355.00); Sensitive Area ($32,460.29); Nutrient/Pest Manage-
ment ($4,272.00) Animal Waste Facility (0). The District has claimed 
$206,333.17 this year.   



Buddy & Tharon Schneider 
3168Piezuch Road 

Owensville, MO  65066 
Phone:  437-2269 

Cell:  573-694-4835 
tmschneider@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Page 4 

Soil! 
We can’t grow 

without it. 

Stop by our office and let us 

show you how to protect it! 

 Hwy 100 West 
Hermann, MO  65041-0315 

Office:  573-486-3322  
              800-748-7833 

Residence: Denis 573-486-3685 
DUMP TRUCK*EXCAVATING*GRAIN HAULING 

 

BALKENBUSH EXCAVATING 

Diversion  Terracing 
Excavating 

Leveling 

Pond Digging 
Waterways 

Discing 

573-897-3720—Cell 573-690-1432—Linn, MO 

 

 

                                                  Growing Relationships, Creating Opportunities 
                                             A Farm Credit Corporation 

 

Carol Meyer 
Assistant Vice-President 

 

301 Highway 50 West, Ste A, Union, MO  63084 

636-583-5400/800-583-5480/Cell: 636-388-6850/Fax 866-310-6699 

 Carol.meyer@myfcsfinancial.com 

www.myfcsfinaicial.com 
 

We now offer Crop Insurance 
NMLS ID 789715 

 

The Gasconade County Soil and Water Conservation District does not endorse nor recommend any of the vendors/contractors advertised in this newsletter, furthermore, any contractor/vendor that wishes to be added to the district’s 

contractor/vendor list can be added upon request.  

Sign Up Now For Cover Crops 
N-340, Cover Crop – Provides operators an incentive to encourage the adoption of cover 

crops for reducing soil erosion, improving water quality and soil health.  Applies to cropland acres 

where row crops are grown and soil erosion needs to be prevented or water quality and soil health 

improved.  Acres must currently be in a production crop rotation.  Cover crops must be no-tilled or 

broadcast seeded within the set time frame.  The Production crop following the cover crops must be 

planted using a no-till system.  The cover crop seedings must be planned with a minimum of 25% 

cool-season annual grass, small grain component or warm season grass.  Payment of $30 per acre 

for a 1 – 2 species planting or $40 per acre for 3 or more species.  There is a lifetime maximum of 

$20,000 per operator. 

 

Westermeyer Excavating  

Todd Westermeyer 
3546 Boeuf Lutheran Road 
New Haven, MO  63068 
 Cell: 314-402-3509 
 

Clearing, Terraces, Lakes & Waterways 

 

Annual Awards 
March 30, 2017 



New District Technician 
 

My name is August Horstmann. I was born in St. Louis County and spent my weekends at my grand-

parent’s (Lee & Jessie Horstmann) farm. My grandpa introduced me to the cattle business when I was 

three years old, when he gave me my first heifer. When I was in high school, my family moved out to 

Wyoming, and I quickly found a job working on a ranch that ran 350 pairs. After high school, I attended 

Mizzou to study Animal science. I would spend every weekend on the farm in Owensville. In December 

2012, I formed Horstmann Cattle Company LLC, and in Feb of 2013, I bought 55 bred cows. In 2014, the 

family farm was enrolled with the SWCD cost share program to establish a grazing system and that sum-

mer we began by putting in a well as our water source. The spring and summer of 2015 we put in the 

pipeline and tanks, and in the summer of 2016, we put in the cross fence. I graduated from Mizzou in 

December of 2015; I planned to graduate one semester early because I had 50 heifers to calve that 

spring. We currently run about 80 cows and we only fed hay for about 30 days this winter. I am a firm 

believer of stock piling grass and rotational grazing. On October 8, 2016, I married Katelyn Robertson of 

Rosebud. We currently reside on the family farm. In my free time, I enjoy training our two border collies, 

Fly and Kona. When it comes to being the new district technician, I am most looking forward to working 

alongside the landowners to help implement successful cost-share practices that will benefit their farm.  
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Gasconade County 

 SWCD Equipment 

STD 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Owensville, MO 

Permit No. 8 

Gasconade County SWCD 
314 Olive Street 

Owensville, MO  65066 
(573) 437-3478 ext. 3   

FAX: 855-842-7890 
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LEASE AGREEMENT MUST BE ON FILE AT THE 
SWCD OFFICE BEFORE EQUIPMENT CAN BE 

RENTED.  
Drill charge:  Minimum charge of $100.00 for less 
than 10 acres usage.  An additional $10.00 will be 
charged for each additional acre under 50 acres. 
There will be an $9.00 per acre charge for 50 acres 
or more. 
 
For Scheduling of  equipment, please call the SWCD 
office at 573-437-3478 ext 3, unless otherwise 
indicated.  

 John Deere 10 ft no-till drill is located at Gary Miller, 

3325 Hwy 19 Owensville.  Call 573-690-9065 to 
schedule. 

 Great Plains 7 ft no-till drill with warm season box is 

located at the SWCD office.  

Vehicle insurance cards must be presented! 
 
Located at the SWCD Office:   

 Rotowiper - $25 a day 

 Burn Equipment - $50 deposit, $10 use charge 

 ATV Equipment (Seeder, Sprayer) - $100 deposit, 

$20 a day each piece  

 ATV Warm Season Grass Seeder—no charge—

Donated by Quail Unlimited 

 Soil Probe - no charge 

AUG 1 BOARD MTG—USDA SERVICE CENTER 6:30 

SEPT 4 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 

SEPT 5 BOARD MTG—USDA SERVICE CENTER 6:30 

SEPT 7 OMG-WIA CONFERENCE—WHITE MULE WINERY 

SEPT 11—13 STATE WIA CONFERENCE—OLD KINDERHOOK 

OCT 3 BOARD MTG—USDA SERVICE CENTER 6:30 

OCT 4—5 ANNUAL 4TH GRADE FIELD DAYS 

OCT 9 COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 

NOV 7 BOARD MTG—USDA SERVICE CENTER 6:30 

NOV 10 VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 

NOV 23 THANKSGIVING DAY HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 

NOV 27-29 ANNUAL TRAINING CONFERENCE—STAFF OUT OF 
OFFICE 

DEC 5 BOARD MTG—FARM BUREAU MTG RM 6 PM 

DEC 25 CHRISTMAS DAY HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 

JAN 1, 2018 NEW YEAR’S DAY HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 

JAN 2 BOARD MTG—USDA SERVICE CENTER 6:30 

  

Visit us on the web at https://mosoilandwater.land/gasconade 

The GCSWCD is now on Facebook.  Search for Gasconade County 

MO Soil & Water Conservation District.  Be sure to like us on  

Facebook so you don’t miss out on any important updates! 


