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Women In Ag – Roaring Into Our Twenties 
 

What an exciting conference we experienced at The Elms Hotel & Spa in 
Excelsior Springs.  Monday kicked off with vendors and guest speaker, 
Carolyn Miller – Nostalgia, Vintage Apparel:  Wedding Garments for the 
opening session.  During the afternoon ladies had the choice to attend 
Financial Planning-Personal Finance, Rain Simulator, Gardening with Cover 
Crops, Internet Safety, 5 Questions Landowners should ask their Operators, 
Financial Planning-Recordkeeping, Backyard Chickens, Smart Technology 
and Dry Canning.  The banquet meal was served then the ladies were able to 
enjoy a nice show of dancing and singing.  The hospitality room and silent 
auction was open after the banquet and everyone had a roaring good time 
with friends and food. 
 
Exciting tours on Tuesday took the ladies back in time to Watkin’s Mill State 
Park where they were able to see the Woolen Mill, House and Museum and 
visit Platte-Clay Electric for solar energy, Mule Barn Berries for a different 
approach to high tunnels and square foot gardening and visit Buffalo.  An 
amazing lunch was catered by Sugar & Spice.  For evening entertainment 
some ladies painted with local artist Molly Roberts, while other enjoyed line 
dancing and salsa on the lawn, many ladies had an amazing ghost tour of 
The Elms with Jay.  As always the hospitality room and silent auction were 
open where many laughs were shared and memories made…and some of 
the ladies enjoyed the outdoor hot tub!! 
 
On Wednesday ladies got to experience the Feisty Farm Wife, GMO’s and 
Crop Insurance as well experience the 2nd power outage, this just added to 
the ambiance of the ghosts of The Elms.  Dr. Julie Connor was guest 
speaker during brunch. 
 
The torch was passed to the SW area for the 2016 Women In Agriculture 
State Conference.  Dee Glenn, Dade County, accepted the torch and briefly 
spoke to the ladies and announced the location may be around the 
Springfield area. 
 
Thank you to the NW Planning Committee for a great conference and we 
look forward to 2016 in the SW Area. 
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State WIA Pictures 
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NW Regional Envirothon to be held at Squaw Creek 
 

The NW Regional Envirothon will be held at Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge 
near Mound City on Thursday, November 5, 2016.   The map below was found at 

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/squaw_creek/ 
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Kids Corner – 5 Ways you can help wildlife this winter 

 

 
 

1. LET YOUR GARDEN GO WILD 

 Leave undisturbed wild areas in your garden – piles of leaves or brushwood can make the perfect nest in 

which animals can hide, rest and hibernate. 

 By leaving the task of tidying your garden borders and shrubs until early spring, shelter can be provided for 

insects throughout winter. 

 If you have a compost heap, this will become a welcome habitat for toads, and even grass snakes and slow-

worms.  

2. BREAK THE ICE 

 If your garden pond freezes over, ensure you make a hole in the ice. Toxic gases can build up in the water of a 

frozen pond, which may kill any fish or frogs that are hibernating at the bottom.  

 When you make a hole in the ice, it is very important to do so by carefully placing a pan of hot water on the 

surface. 

 Never break the ice with force or tip boiling water onto the pond, as this can harm or even kill any fish that 

live in it. 

3. FEED THE BIRDS 

 Birds may find it difficult to find natural foods such as berries, insects, seeds, worms and fruit during this cold 

season. Therefore, any extra food you can put out will help.  

 Provide a range of seeds, fresh unsalted peanuts and table scraps (cheese and fruits such as apples and 

pears.) Garden birds also love dried mealworms or waxworms, which can be bought from bird food suppliers.  

4. PROVIDE FRESH WATER 

 Clean water and food will encourage visiting hedgehogs to return regularly to your garden. Minced meat, 

fresh liver, tinned dog food (not fish based), or even scrambled eggs appeal to these prickly creatures.  

 Be aware - hedgehogs like milk but it may cause severe diarrhea in youngsters. It is best to provide fresh water 

each night in a shallow bowl. 

5. ATTRACT GARDEN VISITORS 

 When food is scarce, putting out a small amount of an appropriate treat will help to see the mammals visiting 

your garden through the winter. 

 For foxes: Put out cheese, boiled potatoes, chicken carcasses, bread and fat scraps at dusk.  

 For squirrels: Squirrels do not hibernate, instead they cache food during autumn to eat when food is scarce. 

Offer them nuts such as hazelnuts, walnuts and almonds, plus some chopped apple, beans, carrots or spinach. 

 For badgers: Badgers have a tough time finding their favorite food - earthworms - when the ground is frozen. 

Provide them with lightly cooked meats, cheese, peanuts and fruit.  

 Do not leave out large quantities of food each evening to avoid your guests becoming dependent on handouts. 

 It is also not advisable to provide food if it encourages wildlife to cross a busy road. 
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Mission Statement  
The purpose of the Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is to construct and carry out a complete soil and 
water conservation program on all lands within Grundy County, Missouri. The district supervisors will work with all individuals, 
organizations and agencies interested in saving, maintaining and improving soil and water resources within the district. 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers.  If you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining 

services from USDA, participating in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a 

complaint with USDA.  Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights.  

USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex 

(including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, 

reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  To 

file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign and mail a program discrimination complaint form, available at any USDA office location or online at 

www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free 

(866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to request documents.  Individuals who are dear, hard of hearing, or have 

speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at  (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity 

provider, employer, and lender.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 

audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)." 
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2015 Upcoming Events 

Holiday Closings 
 

October 
 

12th – Columbus Day  
 
 

November 
 

11th – Veteran’s Day 
 

26th – Thanksgiving Day 
 

December 
 

25th – Christmas Day  
 

EVENTS 
 

November 5th 
NW Regional Envirothon 

Competition 
Squaw Creek National 

Wildlife Refuge  
Mound City, Mo 

 
December 4th – 6th  

Eagle Days 
Squaw Creek National 

Wildlife Refuge 
Mound City, Mo 

 

SWCD Board Meetings 
 

October 19th – 9:00am 
 

November 16th – 9:00am 
 

December 21st – TBA 
 

 
Board Meetings are held at the 

USDA Service Center  
3415 Oklahoma Avenue 

 
All meetings are open to the 
public with the exception of 
executive sessions.  If you 
wish to be on the agenda 

please notify the District 

Happy Holidays to you 
from the Staff! 

 

 

 

 

 
Phone 660-359-2006 x3                                     E-mail:  Heather.Keith@swcd.mo.gov      

 

Grundy County SWCD 
3415 Oklahoma Avenue 

Trenton, Mo  64683 
 

 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
mailto:Heather.Keith@swcd.mo.gov

